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Hello, thank you for inviting me to speak today at the summit. My name is Chris Bracco. I was formerly the Vice President of Creative at Peanuts Worldwide and have recently moved to Creative Associates as Senior Vice President Creative Director. Today I’m going to highlight a few projects the studio worked on to celebrate the Schulz centennial and share some updates on the Peanuts Asset Library.
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2022 was the centennial of Charles M. Schulz and we had the opportunity to celebrate this 100 year milestone with licensed product, a new book and being recognized as an American icon through a partnership with the United States Postal Service. 
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First up is a Hallmark ornament. This ornament is a tribute to Mr. Schulz’s iconic desk where he would sit and draw the Peanuts comic strip. 
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Featured on the desk are the first and last Peanuts comic strips along with a drawing pen and a plush Snoopy.




プレゼンター
プレゼンテーションのノート
Next, I will review the partnership with the United States Postal Service. Recognizing Mr. Schulz as an American icon, the United States Postal service celebrated the centennial with the release of Peanuts stamps and exclusive supporting merchandise. Using the United States Postal Service’s theme of “celebrating Charles Schulz”, the Studio, Peanuts Worldwide and the Schulz Museum collaborated to supply the necessary assets to meet their objective. Seen here is the stamp sheet featuring the characters celebrating around a photo of Mr. Schulz. 
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This slide features the United States Postal Service exclusive book titled, Nothing Echoes Like an Empty Mailbox.
This book features a collection of over 70 mail-related comics, history on the creation of Peanuts and stories of Mr. Schulz’s love of sending and receiving mail. 
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There’s also a set of 5 Field Notes Notebooks. Field Notes is an American company that focuses on history, quality and the environment when developing their products. Each notebook in the USPS collection features 2 different stamps affixed to the notebook along with a cancellation stamp.
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Lastly, the item on the left is an enamel pin replica of the Snoopy stamp. It comes attached to a blue postcard that features a description of the stamps and Peanuts characters.
 
On the right is a Fold and Mail stationery set. It contains everything needed to write and send 10 letters including: paper, envelopes, stickers to seal and decorate the envelopes and stamps to send it through the mail. All the elements are Peanuts themed and come in a special zig zag die-cut folder.
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To kick-off the release of the stamps, a special launch event was held on September 30th at the Schulz Museum in Santa Rosa, California with hundreds of Peanuts fans and stamp collectors in attendance. Unveiling the stamp, were representatives of the United States Postal Service, Jeannie Schulz, Paige Braddock and of course Snoopy. 
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Paige was also a featured speaker at the event and realizing that so much of what is said about Mr. Schulz is not from a cartoonist’s perspective, she decided to frame her speech from this point of view. In a fitting tribute, Paige emphasized, “the gift of a great cartoonist is endearing characters”. This is why the Peanuts characters “are as real to us as our own friends” and why Mr. Schulz was one of the greatest cartoonists that ever lived. 
 
Following the speech, Paige and Jeanie then took to time meet guests and sign postcards. 
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The last centennial item I would like to highlight is the book, Charles M Schulz: The Art and Life of the Peanuts Creator in 100 Objects written by Schulz Museum curator Benjamin Clark and Peanuts historian Nat Gertler with additional commentary throughout the book by Jeannie Schulz. 
It tells the story of Charles M. Schulz through 100 preserved and cataloged artifacts from the Schulz Museum. The museum also asked his family, friends and other cartoonists to select an item and share why it is meaningful to them.  The details of the featured items brings Mr. Schulz to life along with wise quotes and favorite comic strips. The following are two examples from the book.
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These pages focus on his desk. The same desk referenced in the Hallmark ornament. Note the worn patch near the bottom. When cartoonist Lynn Johnston first visited Mr. Schulz’s studio she asked him what that was from. Mr. Schulz wittingly replied “Hard Work”. Anecdotes and stories like these are featured throughout the book along with descriptions and historical context of the items. 
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The next example features the Snoopy plush and its impact on the world. I’m going to read a paragraph from the book that relates to all of us in this room as it contains a piece of Peanuts’ history of licensing in Japan.  
“Japan’s embrace of Peanuts was launched when a student Teruko Banno brought a plush Snoopy home from New York. Her father Michio Banno, then head of apparel company Familiar, reached out to the US State Department to help in securing a license to produce Peanuts items.” 
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Now I would like to share some PAL Updates 
A few years ago, the Studio began a Comic Strip Clean Up program. Studio Staff Artist and Assistant Editor, Bryan Stone is leading the project and is coordinating with the museum to create new assets based on scans of original comic strips. When original comics are not available Bryan is working with the Studio team to clean existing comics from the asset library. The ongoing project allows us to offer you the best assets and cleanest line to work with. 
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Here's a comparison of the first panel of the comic dated November 24, 1976. The version on the left is an older version from United Feature Syndicate archive. The version on the right is a scan from the Museum’s original comics. Note how much cleaner the line quality is. Now, we can even see the detail in Snoopy’s mouth and ear. So far this year, we’ve added 559 of these new scans to the asset library. 
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From these new scans, the Studio is also isolating poses that we think would be useful assets. So far this year, 400 of these have been added to PAL.
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For comics that we do not have the original to scan from, the Studio is hand adjusting the art to bring back some of the detail that was lost in the original syndicate scans. See the example here. On the left, the shading lines on the TV are broken and on the image on the right, the lines have been restored. This year 103 of these files were added to the asset library.
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The Studio is also continuing the color comics project and this year another 679 color comics were completed and are available for use. 
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One last asset library project in the works uses a feature of the asset management system called Relationships. When you click on a pose and select Relationships in the window, circled here in pink, the “Parent” or source comic will be visible. Seen here at the bottom left of the window. This can help give context to the pose and show additional images that may be useful when designing with this asset.
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Conversely, if you click on a comic and select Relationships, the “Child” or isolated poses that relate to that comic will appear. In the example here the comic was selected and the isolated poses that were extracted from this comic are seen in the bottom left of the window. 
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Thank you for your time today and on behalf of the Studio I would like to thank everyone for continued support and all the work you’ve done on Peanuts this past year.
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